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EARBY 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

REPORT  ON  THE  FACTORY  ACT 


From  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1910. 


EARBY— 

Caxton  Printing  Works.  Skipton  Roadi  Earby, 
—1911.— 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 

EARBY. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  Endings  December  31  st 
19  JO,  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1910, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  mv 
First  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of 
the  District. 

I estimate  the  population  of  the  township  to  be  6,000  to 
the  middle  of  the  year  and  on  that  figure  I have  calculati  d 
my  statistics. 

With  the  District  being  formed  since  the  time  of  the  last 
census  the  population  estimate  is  necessarily  guess  work,  but 
the  census  is  to  be  taken  again  in  April  when  the  population 
will  be  definitely  fixed.  Since  the  middle  of  December  and 
coinciding  with  increased  prosperity  in  the  cotton  trade  in  the 
Lancashire  towns,  there  has  been  a considerable  and  steady 
exodus  of  cotton  operatives  from  the  district,  and  I think  that 
the  census  will  be  taken  at  a time  when  the  population  is 
somewhat  under  its  normal  condition. 

The  District  has  been  divided  into  two  localities,  viz. 
of  Earby  and  Kelbrook  for  statistical  purposes.  These 
localities  differ  slightly  from  each  ether  in  that  Kelbrook  is 
distinctly  more  rural  in  character. 
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The  Area  of  the  District,  &c.— The  Area  of  the 
District  is  3,293  acres;  the  sub-soil  is  of  clay  and 
consequently  damp.  The  populous  parts  lie  in  a valley  with 
hills  on  both  sides  and  sloping  gently  in  a northerly  direction 
to  the  locality  of  Earby.  These  points  make  the  drainage  of 
Earby  very  complicated  and  explain  to  some  extent  the  bad 
condition  of  the  main  roads  throughout  the  district.  The 
cultivated  land  is  in  pasturage  and  meadow,  and  the  produce 
from  it  is  milk,  butter  and  eggs,  which  are  sold  mostly  in 
Earby  and  Kelbrook — the  remainder  is  sent  by  train  to  the 
towns  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Water  Supply. — Water  is  derived  from  the  uplands  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  district,  and  during  the  year  the 
companies  have  been  able  to  have  a plentiful  supply  so  that 
no  scarcity  of  water  has  been  complained  about.  During  the 
year  houses  at  the  top  or  Mill  brow  Road  in  lArrby  have  been 
joined  up  to  the  mains  and  are  now  supplied  with  Company’s 
water.  The  large  storage  reservoir  of  the  Earby  Company 
has  been  made  practically  watertight  and  I am  led  to  believe 
that  we  will  not  be  threatened  with  serious  shortage  in  future. 

There  have  been  several  h'avy  rainfalls  during  the  year 
and  I have  observed  at  these  times  marked  turbidity  and  deposit 
of  solid  material  in  the  water.  I have  tested  the  water  on 
two  occasions  and  found  the  quality  to  be  good,  wholesome 
for  drinking  and  excellent  for  domestic  purposes.  It  has  no 
action  upon  lead. 


RAINFAEL  FOR  1910. 


January 

h'ebruary 

March 

April  ••• 

May  ... 

June 

July  ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


5’14 

ins. 

6’32 

073 

n 

3’13 

M 

2’54 

) j 

2’62 

5 • 

3*87 

5*26 

M 

0*37 

J9 

3*80 

3*89 

f > 

3*89 

♦ > 

Total  ...  41.  56  ins. 
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Births. — During  the  year  there  were  148  births — 75 
males  and  73  females.  Of  these  8 were  illegitimate — 7 males 
and  1 female.  This  gives  a birth  rate  of  24‘6  per  1,000 
population. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  in  the  district  numbered 
69,  which  gives  an  annual  death  rate  of  11*5  per  1,000. 


Deaths  of  residents  which  have  occurred  outside  the 
district  number  10,  which  added  to  the  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  gives  a total  of  79  deaths,  a nett  death  rate  of  13*1 
per  1,000. 


The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths 
have  occurred  : — ■ 


Deaths  under  1 year 

of  1 year  and  under  5 years 
5 years  ,,  15 

15  „ „ 25 

25  ,,  „ 65 

65  years  and  upwards 


5 J 


n 


5? 


20 ) 27  deaths  under 

r 

7 ) 5 years. 

3] 

5 ' 52  deaths  over 

25  , 5 years. 

19] 


I enclose  a detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  and  the 
ages  at  which  death  occurred. 


Infantile  Mortality. — Twenty  deaths  under  1 year 
occurred,  giving  a rate  to  1,000  births  of  135.  The  causes 
of  death  in  infants  are 


Under  1 month  

1 month  and  under  6 months 
Over  6 months  


Whooping 

Cough 

Wasting 

Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other 
t auses 

• • • 

3 

• . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

00 

3 

3 

4 

Totals 
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Details  of  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  can  be  got 
from  table  enclosed. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  have  been  102  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  : — Scarlet  Fever 
90  cases,  Diphtheria  4 cases,  Erysipelas  8 cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  have  been  3 distinct  outbreaks 
during  the  year.  In  January  an  epidemic  started  in  Kelbrook 
and  necessitated  closure  of  the  school  until  the  beginning  of 
March.  During  closure  the  School  was  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  disinfected.  These  precautions  were  effective 
in  checking  the  epidemic.  There  was  one  death.  Twenty- 
eight  cases  in  all  occurred  in  Kelbrook  and  of  these  13  were 
removed  to  Skipton  Isolation  Hospital.  In  Earby  62  cases 
were  notified  and  8 of  these  were  isolated  in  Skipton  Hospital. 
Two  separate  outbreaks  were  noted,  one  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  the  other  in  the  last  few  days  of  November.  In 
the  latter  all  cases  were  scholars  at  New  Road  Council  School, 
and  on  visiting  the  school  I found  two  children  peeling  freely 
while  in  regular  attendance  at  school.  These  1 excluded  from 
school  and  requested  the  teachers  to  be  on  the  outlook  for 
suspicious  cases. 

Since  July  all  cases  have  been  treated  at  home  by 
inunction  of  Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  swabbing  infected  throats 
with  Carbolic  Oil,  and  in  order  to  get  thoroughness  in 
the  treatment  a trained  nurse  was  engaged.  The  results  from 
this  treatment  were  so  satisfactory  that  I advocate  giving  it 
an  extended  trial  with  the  regular  provision  of  the  nurse  which 
ensures  thoroughness  besides  having  a beneficial  effect  in 
educating  the  people  to  more  sanitary  methods  and  increased 
cleanliness  in  their  homes. 

Diphtheria. — Four  cases  occurred  with  one  death  and 
one  was  removed  to  Skipton  Isolation  Hospital.  I would  call 
your  attention  to  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910,  which 
permits  a council  having  a regular  supply  of  Antitoxin  for  use 
in  urgent  cases.  In  many  cases  patients  are  too  poor  to 
pay  their  medical  attendant  for  supply  of  Antitoxin,  and  in 
such  cases  it  is  the  moral  duty  of  the  authority  to  see  that 
they  have  this  essential  part  of  the  treatment. 
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Erysipelas. — Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  there  were  no  deatlis. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  during  the  early 
spring  and  accounted  for  3 deaths — -2  in  infants  under  1 year 
of  age. 

Measles  and  German  Measles. — A few  cases  of 
both  occurred  during  the  year  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Phthisis. — Four  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary 
'Fuberculosis  during  the  year  and  there  are  at  least  other  4 cases 
m the  district.  These  cases  are  not  in  a position  to  have 
proper  treatment  at  home  and  are  a distinct  menace  to  others. 
Voluntary  notification  lias  not  been  a success  and  I should 
welcome  a system  of  compulsory  notification  for  a disease 
which  causes  more  deaths  tlian  all  other  infectious  diseases 
combined.  No  provision  is  made  for  open  air  treatment  in 
the  district  and  money  would  be  wisely  spent  in  providing 
shelters  for  Earby  and  Kelbrook.  Suitable  situations  for 
such  are  known  and  could  be  procured  easily. 


Schools. — There  is  still  overcrowding  but  the  building  of 
the  new  school  on  Alder  Hill  is  proceeding  and  there  are 
prospects  of  its  being  ready  for  opening  in  the  early  autumn. 
Medical  inspection  of  the  school  children  has  been  carried  out 
by  Dr.  Hy.  Stansfield  for  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 
1 have  visited  the  schools  during  his  attendance  and  have 
discussed  matters  pertaining  to  the  health  of  the  scholars. 
Our  relations  have  been  in  every  way  cordial  and  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — -The  complete  system  of 
drainage  for  Earby  and  Kelbrook  has  been  satisfactory  and 
the  effluent  from  the  Sewerage  Disposal  AVorks  has,  in  the 
majority  of  my  visitations,  been  good.  I consider,  however, 
improvement  would  be  obtained  by  laying  three  clinker  beds 
beyond  the  sprinklers  and  running  the  eftluent  directly  from 
them  into  the  river,  instead  of  at  present  running  it  over  the 
large  tract  of  land  which  is  of  little  use  for  filtering  and  is 
very  expensive  in  upkeep. 


Sewer  Ventilation. — The  trial  Vertical  Shaft  put  at 
the  entrance  to  Kelbrook  has  been  successful  in  abating  the 
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nuisance  of  sewer  gas  in  that  region.  Others  might 
with  advantage  be  fixed  in  different  high  regions  of  the 
system. 


Improvement  was  obtained  during  the  year  by  doing 
away  with  the  Langroyd  Road  Cesspools.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  scheme  will  be  come  at  for  removing  the  cesspool 
for  Rushton  Street.  The  ash-tip  at  Mill  Brow  is  still  in 
use  and  has  proved  satisfactory. 


Scavenging  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Contractors  in 
a satisfactory  manner  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  in 
Karby  and  few  in  Kel brook. 


No.  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  by  Contractors — xVshes, 
&c.  — 1,201  Rarby,  252  Kelbrook  ; Night  Soil — 54  Earby, 
41  Kelbrook. 


The  public  streets  have  been  in  bad  condition  throughout 
the  winter  and  great  discomfort  has  been  complained  of  by 
foot  passengers  owing  to  the  very  muddy  condition  and  many 
accumulations  of  surface  water. 


Many  back  streets  are  unpaved  and  in  a dejilorable  state, 
and  several  back  yards  are  uni)aved  and  kept  in  an  insanitaiy 
condition  by  the  housidiolders  who  do  not  seem  to  realise  that 
this  is  menacing  to  tht  health  and  conducive  to  dirty  dwelling 
houses.  These  back  streets  and  unpaved  back  yards  recjuire 
your  attention. 


Bakehouses  and  Slaughter  Houses. — These  have 
been  visited  periodically — the  latter  at  times  of  slaughtering 
— and  are  mostly  in  good  condition. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected.  Many 
of  the  cowsheds  were  found  unsatisfactory — most  were 
deficient  in  air  space  while  ventilation,  lighting  and  drainage 
were  primitive  and  insufficient  in  several.  These  visitations 
are  unavailing  unless  some  definite  regulations  are  made. 
This  requires  your  early  attention. 
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Offensive  Trades. — There  is  only  one,  that  of  a tripe 
dresser  and  fat  boiler  combined.  Several  inspections  were 
made  and  the  premises  were  found  in  good  condition. 


I have  sent  monthly  returns  of  infectious  diseases  to  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  and  quarterly  reports  to  your 
Council . 


Dr.  J.  Spencer  Low,  Inspector  for  the  Local  Government 
Board,  visited  our  district  in  February  and  made  several 
observations  as  to  improvement.  These  were  noted  and 
followed  out  as  far  as  practicable. 


During  the  year  I have  made  systematic  inspections  of 
the  district. 


I am,  gentlemen. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


ALEXANDER  FALCONER. 


February  WtJi,  1911, 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  Sanitary  Work,  etc., 
Completed  during  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31st,  1910 


Number  of  Complaints  received... 

,,  Houses  built  

,,  Houses,  Premises,  etc.,  inspected  .. 

House  Drains  Repaired  and  Cleansed,  etc. 

,,  ,,  Trapped  and  Ventilated  

Waste  Pipes  Trapped ...  

Privies  and  Water  Closets  repaired  and  cleansed 
Water  Closets  supplied  with  water 
Slop-water  Closets  provided 

Pail  Closets  proviJ^id  

Privies  abolished 

Cesspools  abandoned 

Covered  Cesspools  provided 
Water  supply,  houses  provided  with 

Ashpits,  New  provided  

Ashpits  repaired  and  covered 
Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung^  Stagnant  Water  or 
Animal  or  other  refuse 
Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept 
Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleaned 

Overcrowding  

Urinals  provided 

Smoke  Records  taken 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspections  (4  registered) 

Offensive  Trades  ,,  (i  ,, 

Bakehouses  Inspected 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Inspected 
Premises  examined  under  Factory  and  Workshop  Ac 

Plans  approved  

Plans  disapproved  


I o 

45 

349 

36 

55 

55 

40 

6 

51 

3 

8 

8 

2 

52 
45 

3 

I 2 

2 
8 

3 

4 

7 

67 

I 

1 6 
6 

4 

16 

42 

30 

I I 


J.  E.  ALDERSLEY,  Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst., 


Jfispector  of  Ntnsances. 
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TABLE  C.  19iO. 

Eari'.y  Sanitary  District. 

Water  Supply — Any  development  during  1910 — Extension 
of  mains. 

Development  still  needed — Better  filtration. 

Any  complaints  as  to  (a)  insufficiency — No. 

(bj  unsatisfactory  quality — Very  few. 

(c)  plumbo  solvent  action — No. 

Sewerage — Developments  during  1910 — .Extension  at 

(Ireen  End,  abolishing  3 Cesspools  and  to  Kelbrook  Vicarage. 

Developments  still  needed— (ireen  End. 

Sewage  Disposal — Any  complaints  as  to  out  fall-works — No, 

Sc.WENGiNG — Any  inadeijuacy^  and  where. — No. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations — Any  adopted  or  sanctioned 
during  1910 — None. 

Adoptive  Acts — -Any  steps  taken  for  the  consideration, 
or  application  of; — 

(a)  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 — No. 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907 — No. 

(c)  Other  Adoptive  Acts  — Private  Street  Works  Act  1892  • 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  3. 


Regulatrd  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
Districi. 

No.  on 
Register 

Total  No. 
of  Ins- 
pections 
made. 

General 

Condition. 

T £.^.-1 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

Common 

Lodging 

ffouses 

Canal  Boats 
slaughter 

Houses  

4 

4 

22 

Moderate.  2 

compPts 

Cowsheds 

1 6 

16 

46 

Unsatisfactory 

made 

Milk  Purveyors 

I 

Not  yet 

regis’d 

Newly  started 

Offensive 

Trades  

I 

I 

1 2 

business 

Good. 

1] 


Cowsheds. — Any  special  inspection  made  during  1910 — Yes, 
all  measurements  taken. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  Dairy  Cows 
— None. 

Infectious  Disease — Any  suspected  spread  by  rats,  dogs, 
cats,  fowls,  flies  or  fleas  — No. 

What  arrangements  for  supply  of  Antitoxin — None. 

Isolation  Hospital — Any  observation  on  adequacy  or 
efficiency— None  provided. 

Schools — Any  investigations  undertaken  by  M.O. H. — Yes. 

Prevention  of  Consumption — What  system  of  notification? 
Voluntary.  Its  success — Useless. 

What  arrangement  for  treatment  of  Patients  on  sanatorium 
lines  ? — None. 

Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Patients’  Houses — Yes.  Any 

Disinfection  of  ditto — Yes. 

Any  Distribution  of  Advice — No.  Any  Action  re  Spitting — 
No. 

Any  Disinfection  of  public  rooms,  vehicles,  etc. — No. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act — No.  of  houses 
inspected  during  1910 — None. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made — No. 

Are  records  ke[)t  in  accordance  with  the  “ Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ” — No. 

Are  there  any  working-class  dwellings  erected  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  ?— No. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building  ? — No. 

No.  of  new  houses  built  during  1910 — 45.  General 

character — Cottage  and  better  class  artisan. 

Infantile  Mortality — What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? 
None. 

Is  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  S.A.  ? — No.  By  other  body? 
—No. 
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Nuisances — Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of 
1^09 — None.  At  close  of  1910 — 8. 

Reported  during  1910 — 53.  Abated  during  1910 — 45. 

'Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of 
Nuisances  during  1910 — 20. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — Nil. 

No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1910—55.  Trapjied 
—-55- 

No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  igio — ::7.  Kinds 

W.  W.C.  and  W.C. 

No.  of  Closets  reconstructed — 3.  Kinds — Pails. 

M ISCELLANEOUS — Rainfall  4 1 -5 6 ins. 

What  mortuary  accommodation  (a)  for  accidents,  etc — 
None;  (6)  for  infectious  cases — None. 

No.  of  Burial  Grounds— 2 ; any  need  for  e.Ktensions — No. 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

No.  of  Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  analysed  in  1910 — None. 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken — 7.  Legal  Notices  none. 

Summonses — None. 

Births  during  1910— Males  75  ; Females  73;  Total  148. 

Number  of  illegitimate,  included  in  above — 8;  number  of 
Still  Births  (not  included) — 11. 

Deaths  during  1910 — (i)  Gross  Deaths,  total  actually 
registered  in  the  district,  without  any  correction  69;  (2)  Nett 
Deaths,  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated — Males  38  ; Females 
41  ; 79.  Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — None. 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and 
Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. — 
Regulations  for  Cow  Sheds.  Paving  of  Back  Yards. 
Abolishing  Cesspools  in  populous  districts. 


VITAL  STATISTICS.— TABLE  1. 
of  the  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 

Earby  Urban  District  Council. 


Yfar 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
^ Middle  of  each  Year 

Births 

Fotai 

Deaths  Registered 
IN  THE  District 

0 

3 

CO 

ij 

(X 

z 

^ H 

y 0 

X /i  2 

< s ^ 

5 ° ^ 

H r' 

1—  2 — ' 

H W 
^ ^ 

u ^ 2 

9 

1 

Deaths  of  Non-re'idents  r-gis- 

0 tered  in  Public  Institutions 

in  the  Distnct 

Deaths  of  Kesidents  r^ci^tered 

- in  Public  Institutions  beyond 

the  District 

Nett 
Deaths 
at  all 

ages 

BELONG- 
ING TO 

THE 

District 

Number 

Rate  * 

Under  1 
Year  of  A{ie 

At  all 
Ages 

U 

<v 

C 

:3 

5 

Rate  per  1,000 
^ Births 

Registered 

u 

V 

JO 

g 

3 

7 

-N- 

0) 

8 

13  Number 

* 

13 

La't  3 

months 

5900  I 

33 

22‘3 

5 

— 

21 

I4’2 

— 

— 

1 

22 

14  9 

of  1909 

1910 

0000 

148 

24‘6 

20 

135 

69 

11‘5 

— 

10 

79 

13'1 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  liC  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Approx.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  4,100 
No.  of  Inhabited  houses — not  known 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house — ditto 


At  Census  of 
1901 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  3,293 


I. 

Institutions  within  the  District 
receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 
from  outside  the  District 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the  District 
receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 
from  the  D strict 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  <iistributed  among 
the  several  localities  in  the  Distric 

t 

Nona 

Skipton  Union  Workhouse 
West  Riding  Asylum 

Leeds  Infirmaiy 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL — Name  and  situation — Skipton  Joint. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. —Table  V. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Eari'.y  Urban  District. 


DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
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HOME  WORK— Nil. 
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Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  loi)  : — 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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